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 Who Will You Listen to… 



Grayson Highlands State Park,  
Virginia 

And the word of the Lord came to him: 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
replied, “I have been very zealous for the 
Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have 
rejected your covenant, torn down your 
altars, and put your prophets to death 
with the sword. I am the only one left, 
and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on 
the mountain in the presence of the 
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the 
mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake 
came a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire. And after the fire came a gentle 
whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 
pulled his cloak over his face and went 
out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 
I Kings 19:10-13 
 



What Will You Listen to… 
�   The sounds of the earth are like music, 

the old song goes, and the sounds of 
music are also like the sounds of the 
earth, which is of course where music 
comes from. Listen to the voices 
outside the window, the rumble of the 
furnace, the creak of your chair, the 
water running in the kitchen sink. Learn 
to listen to the music of your own 
lengths of time, your own silences. 
Literature, painting, music—the most 
basic lesson that all art teaches us is to 
stop, look, and listen to life on this 
planet, including our own lives, as a 
vastly richer, deeper, more mysterious 
business than most of the time it ever 
occurs to us to suspect as we bumble 
along from day to day on automatic 
pilot. In a world that for the most part 
steers clear of the whole idea of 
holiness, art is one of the few places left 
where we can speak to each other of 
holy things.  



Listen Intentionally… 

…Listen Purposefully 



  Is it too much to say that to stop, look, and listen is also the most 
basic lesson that the Judeo-Christian tradition teaches us? Listen to 
history, is the cry of the ancient prophets of Israel. Listen to social 
injustice, says Amos; to head-in-the-sand religiosity, says Jeremiah; to 
international treacheries and power plays, says Isaiah; because it is 
precisely through them that God speaks his word of judgment and 
command. And when Jesus comes along saying that the greatest 
command of all is to love God and to love our neighbor, he too is 
asking us to pay attention. If we are to love God, we must first stop, 
look, and listen for him in what is happening around us and inside us. I f 
we are to love our neighbors, before doing anything else we must see 
our neighbors. With our imagination as well as our eyes, that is to say 
like artists, we must see not just their faces, but the life behind and 
within their faces. Here it is love that is the frame we see them in. In a 
letter to a friend Emily Dickinson wrote that “Consider the lilies of the 
field” was the only commandment she never broke. She could have 
done a lot worse. Consider the lilies. It is the sine qua non of art and 
religion both. 

Frederich Buechner “The ABC’s of Faith” 



During Transition, For 
What Do We Listen 

 
Anger 

HOPE 
Blame  

L 
O
V 
E Faith 



Psalm 137:1-6 (NIV) 
   

1	By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when 
we remembered Zion. 2 There on the poplars we 
hung our harps, 3 for there our captors asked us 
for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of 
joy; they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
4	How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in 
a foreign land?  5	If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my 
right hand forget its skill. 6 May my tongue cling to 
the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, 
if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 



This Week…What is our Focus 



During Transition…What is our Focus 

God is active in change, truth is not static, 
and new words and metaphors can inform 
and enliven traditional expressions of faith. 

Our Focus Should Be To  
Think Theologically About  
Change and Transition… 



Theological reflection is not 
done in a vacuum, but has to 

answer the basic questions of… 
 

 “What’s going on”  
“What does God have to do 

with it” and  
What shall we do?”  



The Focus Points… 
 

Heritage,  
Mission,  

Connections,  
Leadership, and  

Future 
 

offer a way for congregations to 
reflect and prepare for a meaningful 

and productive future. 



HERITAGE 
Heritage focuses on an articulation and affirmation 
of a shared past, its ongoing meaning, and the sense 

of purpose that it can provide, through… 
 

… telling (and retelling) of important stories… 
 …creating and refining a community’s structure of 

meaning. Personal and congregational core values are 
uncovered and the meaning of symbols and the genesis 

of personal and corporate habits are recalled and 
reinterpreted, even when they have lain dormant for 

years, or even decades. 
These processes of sense making are strengthened, even 

as the attention shifts from the past to a dynamic 
present.  



MISSION 
…invites the congregation to address the ways its core values 

and processes can be productively and naturally extended 
into the future.  

 

  Given space and support, this interaction naturally 
discussions about the congregation’s sense of vocation and 

vision of the future:  

Who are we?  
Where are we going?  

Who and what are we called to be?  
How will we know that we have succeeded in that 

mission and vision?  
 

 This sense of mission identity is gradually discerned by 
prayer, reflection, and careful listening by the members and 

leaders of a congregation. 



CONNECTIONS 
 Connections presents a prime opportunity to create or 

strengthen denominational, geographic, or ministry-focused 
groups.  

Participation in community-based networks (Habitat for 
Humanity, community gardens, feeding ministries, and the 

like) provides the opportunity for congregational members 
to grow in their awareness of the connections that many 
congregations actively support, to the benefit of both the 

congregation and the ministry network. 
. As Holy Conversations asks: “Who is our neighbor?” A 

congregation that fully engages Connections will find that it 
possesses a deep wealth of community-based assets that can 
be combined with a renewed sense of heritage and mission 
as it prepares to move into a well-connected and supported 

future. 



LEADERSHIP 
The Center for Congregational Health’s 
definition of Leadership is “reviewing the 

membership needs and its ways of organizing 
and developing new and effective leadership.”  

 
The congregation and its leaders have the 

opportunity to discern the kinds of leadership 
required for the congregation and its 

members to move toward fulfillment of its 
Mission, in light of its unique Heritage and 

Connections. 



FUTURE 
A faithful response to the call of mission and 
the reality of their connections mandate is 

not for change per se, but for an ongoing and 
future-oriented expression of the 

congregation’s core values. Re-vision of the 
congregation’s historic purpose, reinterpreted 
and updated in light of current realities and 

circumstances, probably results not in a 
wholly “new direction” so much as in a 

faithful response to a revitalized sense of 
mission. 



FOCUS POINTS     THEOLOGICAL           BIBLICAL  
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…AND WHILE YOU ARE HERE 

Be intentional in your focus 

*Listen to more than the Faculty and Each Other 
 

*Spend time in SILENCE  



Use The Chapel Use the Labrynth 


