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The Book of Order    F-1.0302 

The Unity of the Church Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ.  

Just as God is one God and Jesus Christ is our one Savior, so the Church is one 
because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus Christ. The Church seeks to include all 
people and is never content to enjoy the benefits of Christian community for 
itself alone. There is one Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, “one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5–6). Because in Christ the Church is one, it 
strives to be one. To be one with Christ is to be joined with all those whom 
Christ calls into relationship with him. To be thus joined with one another is to 
become priests for one another, praying for the world and for one another and 
sharing the various gifts God has given to each Christian for the benefit of the 
whole community. Division into different denominations obscures but does 
not destroy unity in Christ. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), affirming its 
historical continuity with the whole Church of Jesus Christ, is committed to the 
reduction of that obscurity, and is willing to seek and to deepen communion 
with all other churches within the one holy catholic and apostolic Church . 

 

Book of Confessions     (Confession of 1967) 

MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION        9.31       A. The Mission of the Church       

 To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community. 

This community, the church universal, is entrusted with  God’s message of 

reconciliation and shares his labor of healing the enmities which separate men 

from God and from each other. Christ has called the church to this mission and 

given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains continuity with the 

apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to his call. 


